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SUMMARY

​​​​​​
A resourceful, innovative, and caring teacher of Arabic as a Foreign Language in the United States at the K-16 level, reflecting the national standards of foreign language teaching and learning, versed in state-of-the-art innovation in pedagogy in critical or ‘less commonly taught’ languages and second language acquisition methodologies. 
A meticulous, accurate, and thorough interpreter and translator of social sciences, environmental, technical and literary resources from Arabic to English, additionally competent working with texts in French, Persian, Urdu, and Hebrew, able to deliver effectively and meet agreed deadlines.
A precision-oriented writer and discerning editor able to develop and convey complex issues in a nuanced and understandable fashion, on time and with impact. 

A versatile multilingual communications professional accomplished in strategic needs assessment and program planning and delivery in contexts of issue-focused advocacy with international agencies, governments, NGOs, academic institutes, and public interest groups. Skilled in working and networking with media and professional associations to broker resources for program and staff development; event and workshop planning with extensive international and inter-cultural experience, informed by years of program management experience in zones of conflict and high stress.
PROFESSIONAL ASSIGNMENTS 

Consultant, National Foreign Language Center (College Park, MD) 

        2010-2011  As site visit team member evaluated intensive nationwide teacher training and student language camps, assessing success in meeting program standards, providing recommendations, and sharing learning and follow-up action points orally and in writing; As a program evaluator analyzed elements of design, budget, personnel, and resources in proposal submissions and made written recommendations for support and funding referencing detailed program criteria and processing large numbers of submissions, on time.  As a Faculty Research Assistant (2007), researched Arabic curricula and teaching methods and standards nationwide; monitored, evaluated and resourced intensive summer teacher training and K-12 intensive student programs in Arabic (STARTALK) and presented on Arabic teaching and learning standards and the STARTALK program in conferences and other venues.
Arabic Instructor, Roland Park Country School (Baltimore, MD) 

        2007-2010 Consolidated a nascent Arabic language course offering in a three-school foreign language program consortium, expanding class levels and increasing enrollments four-fold; planned curricula, taught classes, integrating class activities and events across school departments and divisions, mentored students, wrote college admissions recommendations and liaised with parents and school faculty and trustees.
Arabic Instructor, Washington Latin Public Charter School (Washington, DC)             2009-2010

Conceived, designed and launched, as a member of the management team, a ground-breaking intensive Arabic language and culture extra-curricular program of international study and peer exchange for middle and high school students culminating in a week-long visit to Qatar; wrote curriculum and lesson plans; produced weekly packets of language learning tools and assignments to meet program goals and student needs; taught class, planned and managed special events, wrote progress reports, corresponded and liaised with parents in consultation with the school director; supervised and mentored students on and off the school premises. 
Consultant, Refugees International, Missions on Stateless Persons 

(Kuwait, United Arab Emirates, Cyprus, Washington DC)                                             2008-2009
Accompanied RI’s Senior Advocate for Stateless Persons on fact-finding missions to Kuwait, United Arab Emirates, Cyprus and Germany throughout helping to plan, schedule and coordinate meetings with relevant official, experts and informants.  Gathered documentation and testimonials, translated written source material, and interpreted as needed in face-to-face discussions.  Assisted in analysis of findings, report writing, web site updating, meeting publicity and follow-up correspondence in Arabic and English.  Drafted official recommendations to stakeholders at all levels, local, national and international with RI personnel. Continually maintain contact with networks of activists and advocates on the plight of stateless persons worldwide.
Arabic Instructor, McDaniel College (Westminster, MD)

        
        2005-2007

Established McDaniel’s undergraduate credit course offering in the Department of Foreign of Languages; taught two levels of introductory Arabic, tutored and mentored students, planned and monitored extra conversation hours with Arabic speaking teaching assistants, wrote curricula and lesson plans, devised and conducted formative and summative assessments. Also taught a survey course in Arab world culture and history and took class on a tour of Arab embassies and cultural centers in Washington DC.

PRIOR PROFESSIONAL HISTORY

West Bank & Gaza Country Director, MercyCorps International (Jerusalem, Hebron)         2003-2004

South & Central Asia Policy Analyst, US Committee for Refugees & Immigrants (Wash. DC)      2003

Middle East & Central Asia Coordinator,  Ctr for Economic & Social Rights (New York, NY)     2002
Afghanistan Emergency Policy Adviser, Catholic Relief Services (Baltimore, MD)            2001-2002

Program Officer, Maryland Office for New Americans (Baltimore, MD)            
        2001-2002        

Iraq Rehabilitation Policy Advocate, Christian Aid (London / Baltimore)  
                     2000-2001

HIV Prevention Program Manager, Baltimore City Health Department  


    2001


    
Communications Consultant, the Representative of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
        1999-2000

Bilingual Program Officer (Arabic-French), The Johns Hopkins Center for 

Communication Programs (Baltimore MD) 





        1997-1998

Afghanistan Urban Rehabilitation Program Manager, United Nations Centre 
for Human Settlements (Nairobi, Islamabad, New York) 



        1996-1997
        
Pakistan Field Director, Save the Children Fund UK (Islamabad/London) 

        1992-1996

Editor, Middle East Council of Churches Perspectives (Limassol, Cyprus) 

        1989-1992

Country Representative, Lebanon and Yemen, Oxfam UK (Beirut, Sana’a, Oxford)           1982-1989
COUNTRY EXPERIENCE (Professional Assignments, Conferences, extended residence)

Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Cyprus, Egypt, France, Israel, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lebanon, Morocco, Nepal, Pakistan, Syria, Switzerland, Turkey, United Arab Emirates, Yemen

PROFESSIONAL WRITING and TRANSLATON (Arabic-French-Persian-Urdu)
Monographs, conference papers, briefing papers, backgrounders, reports, speeches, newsletters, appeals, proposals, brochures, updates, situation reports, project evaluations, needs assessments, meeting minutes, discussion papers and Arabic-English literary translation including short stories, novels and excerpts of novels: 
American Coffee, Ahmed Zein, in Contemporary Yemeni Writing, Banipal, London, 2009.

Borrowed Time,  Hassan Daoud, Telegram Books, Ltd (London, Beirut, San Francisco, 2008).
A Fight to the Finish, Bassam Shamseddine, in Contemporary Yemeni Writing, Banipal, London, 2009.

Is This Home? , Zakaria Mohammad, Words Without Borders, November 2006. and in Tablet & Pen: Literary Landscapes from the Modern Middle East, ed. Reza Aslan, Norton, 2010.

Meditations upon Destruction, Elias Khoury, in The War on Lebanon: A Reader, ed. Nubar Hovsepian, Olive Branch Press, Northampton, 2008. 

Mordechai's Mustache and His Wife's Cats, Mahmoud Shukair, Words Without Borders, 2006. 
A Tent For Longing: Mahmoud Darwish and al-Andalus, by Dr. Maher Jarrar, American University of Beirut, 2008.

Transformations in Palestinian Literature, by Faisal Darraj, Words Without Borders, November 2006. 
In process: “tarmee bisharar” (title under discussion), 2010 Arabic Booker Prize winning novel by Saudi writer Abdo Khal, Bloomsbury Qatar Foundation Publishing, London/Doha Feb 2012 (planned publication date)
Serve as a certified community interpreter for the Howard County Public School System, assisting new immigrants in accessing schools and services, interpreting for families speaking Arabic, Urdu and Farsi.

EDUCATION

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, Berkeley, California

B.A., Near Eastern Languages and Cultures 
1979

HARVARD UNIVERSITY, Cambridge, Massachusetts

Graduate Studies in the History of Science 
1979-80

